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March Newsletter 
 
Dear Families, 
 
Homer Davis Elementary School continues to excel as we rise toward high expectations. In February, we 
successfully promoted the importance of literacy during February’s Love of Reading Festivities. School visitors 
commented on the impressive quality of student projects, appreciated staff members’ dedicated work, and 
recognized school wide efforts to challenge students with high learning expectations. Each Homer Davis staff 
member works diligently to offer unique opportunities for students.  
 
This year Homer Davis will administer the AzMERIT (Arizona's Measurement of Educational Readiness to Inform 
Teaching) assessment in grades 3 – 6 the week of April 3rd – April 10th.  Test results provide a way to measure your 
child’s academic skill and growth in the areas of reading, writing, math, and science.  They also provide information 
as to how your child is performing at their grade level of instruction, how we compare to students and schools 
throughout the state, and how our school is performing in regards to the implementation of the Arizona College 
and Career Readiness Standards (AZCCRS).  Most importantly, our teaching staff continues to devote a tremendous 
amount of time and effort in preparing students to achieve successful results on these assessments.  We are 
providing rigorous and relevant lessons that focus on oral and written communication, reading comprehension, 
and problem solving skills that align to our current state standards.  
 
Homer Davis has worked very hard to prepare your children to be successful. This is the week when students will 
put forth their best effort and let their academic success shine! Here are a few strategies that parents can use to 
support the testing process: 
 

 Attitude is the key! Encourage your children to do their best. 

 Get plenty of rest. 

 Eat a healthy breakfast and bring a healthy snack to school.  

 Be on time to school and avoid being absent. 

 Review math and reading concepts that have been taught and shared by classroom teachers.  

 Talk to your children about each day’s testing. Encourage them to answer all test questions, write legibly,         
relax, stay calm. 
 
Continue to let me know if you have any questions or concerns as our goal is to provide the best instruction, 
support, and quality customer service to all of our families. 
 
 
Lyle Dunbar, Principal 
 
 

 

We Believe! 

We Achieve! 

We Succeed! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
    DAP Testing 

3rd Grade to 
Sweetwater Wetlands 
 
Kinder to TMC Teddy 
Bear Clinic 
 
Girls BB B Team 
Laguna @ Davis 
 
GAP Dinner 4:15pm 

DAP Testing Ends 

 
Festival Under the 
Stars @ FWHS 
4:30pm 

 
 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  

Choir 2:30 
 
Cheerleading 6-9 
MPR 

Girls BB A Team @ 
Centennial 
 
Roaming Chef Night 
5:00pm  
 
Boy Scouts 7-8 MPR 

 
 
Karate 6:00pm  

 
Girls BB B Team 
Centennial @ Davis 
 
Gap Dinner 4:15pm 

End of 3rd Quarter 
No School 
Records Day 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
  

Choir 2:30 
 
Cheerleading 6-9 
MPR 

 
Boy Scouts 7-8 
MPR 
 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm 

Kinder to Sabino 
Canyon 9-1:15 
 
PTO Meeting 
2:30pm 
 
Karate 6:00pm 

½ Day Spring 
Conferences 
 
Spring Picture 
Retake Day 
 
GAP Dinner 4:15pm 

½ Day Spring 
Conferences 
 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
 Music in Our 

Schools Week 
 
Fire Drill 1:00pm 
 
Choir 2:30pm 
 
Cheerleading 6-9 
MPR 

Music in Our 
Schools Week 
 
Upbeat Performance 
1-1:30 MPR 
 
Boys BB A Team 
Hendricks @ Davis 
 
Boy Scouts 6:00pm 

Music in Our 
Schools Week 
 
Karate 6:00pm 

Music in Our Schools 
Week 

 
Boys BB B Team 
@ Hendricks 
 
Gap Dinner 4:15pm 

Music in Our Schools 
Week 

 
Dragons of Character 
Assembly 8:15 MPR 
 
Food Smart 
Presentation 4th 
Grade  
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Kindergarten  
March and April are very important learning months for our kindergarteners. By this time your child should know:  

           All upper case and lower case letters 

           Letter sounds 

           Recognizing numbers 0-20 

           Writing numbers 0-20 

  

As partners in your child’s education, we have made a difference! Every child has improved. The more we both work with your child 

the more he/she learns! 

This last 9 weeks our focus will be on math problems, sight words and creative writing. 

  

We have had a lot of runny noses and use a lot of Kleenex tissues and Clorox Wipes.  If you have not sent a box in this year, we 

would appreciate one now.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Happy spring! 

The Kindergarten Teachers  
 

 

Second Grade 
Dear Second Grade Families, 
            Thank you so much to all the families who have chaperoned our field trips this year! We appreciate your time and 
commitment to our off campus learning. We have 3 more field trips this year, so there’s still plenty of time to volunteer if 
you haven’t.  
            This month we will be holding parent teacher conferences. They will take place on March 15th and 16th. Look for 
communication from your child’s teacher regarding these conferences in the next 2 weeks. Please note that both of these 
days will have a noon dismissal.  

On Friday March 23rd, we will be teaching a Peacebuilder skill at our monthly Dragon of Character Assembly. 
Please feel free to join us in the fun! We will work together to teach the school how to problem solve!  

All second grade classrooms would appreciate donations of snack and/or hand sanitizer. We are working on 
staying full and healthy!  Thank you for all that you do to support your child and their academic success!  

~ The Second Grade Team ~ 

 

 

 

First Grade 
Dear First Grade Families,  

Spring is here! We will be having spring conferences during the month of March please look for notes coming 
home to see if a conference is needed between you and your child’s classroom teacher. We will be celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day with some fun arts and crafts on March 16th. Please continue to have your child read 20 minutes 
every night and practice those sight words, as it is crucial for your child’s reading success in first grade! 

                                                                From you First Grade Team  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Third Grade 

March is here and we are at the end of the 3rd quarter. This is a very busy month around school and we have many 

important things going on. There will not be any school on March 9th for the students. Report cards will be going 

home the week of March 12th and teachers will be scheduling conferences for March 15th and 16th, which will be 

half days. If you would like to have a conference and have not been contacted please call or write a letter to set up a 

time.  

Another very important event, as I am sure you all know, is the AZMerit test. This will begin April 3rd and will go 

to April 6th, which is the week right after Spring Break. It is extremely important in the next couple of weeks that 

your child is getting lots of rest, eating breakfast, and coming to school everyday. Please continue to help your 

students at home with their reading comprehension and their math facts. This will help them do their personal best 

on their test. We are working hard everyday, learning new material and new concepts. Please remind your student 

that they need to be ready to focus and give 100% everyday when they walk into the classroom. Allergy season has 

started and we are in desperate need of Kleenex and Clorox wipes. If you are able to send some in to your child’s 

classroom it would be greatly appreciated. If your student has a dismissal change, please call the front office or 

send a note that is signed with your child. Please continue to call or visit any of the teachers if you have any 

questions.  

The Third Grade Teachers 
 

        

 

  

  

  

 

Fourth Grade 

Happy March 4th grade Families!  

Please see below for important announcements:  

· Conferences- Please look for a note from your child’s teacher regarding conferences. Please make sure to 

communicate any changes in dates or times to your child’s teacher as soon as possible!  

· Spring Break/AZ Merit- A much needed break is coming up the last week of March. Please remember that we will 

be taking AZ Merit/ Science AIMS the week after break, starting April 2. Please make sure your child is at school 

and on time, especially during this week!  

· Parent Portal- We encourage all parents and guardians to check Parent Portal at a weekly basis. This will help you 

be aware of your child’s current grades and possible missing work. Although we want your child to be responsible 

for his or her work completion, we know that making this a team effort will make it better for your child overall.  

We always appreciate your support and understanding throughout the year. Please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s teacher with any questions or concerns.  

-4th Grade Teachers  

 
Fifth Grade 
Dear 5th Grade Families,  

Friday the 2nd at 5:00 will be the district Festival Under the Stars at the High School. Thank you for volunteering at 

the Davis booth and supporting our school by attending. School will be closed Friday March 9th for Student 

Records Day so that teachers can finalize 3rd quarter report cards. March 15th and 16th are conferences and 

dismissal will be at noon. If you do not have a scheduled conference, your student’s report card will be sent home 

Friday the 16th. On Friday March 23rd at 8:15 we have a Dragons of Character Assembly in the MPR. Spring 

Break is the week of March 26th through the 30th. As a reminder, AZMerit week is approaching quickly and will 

take place daily on the week of April 2nd. There will be no homework for AzMerit week only. Thank you for 

making sure your student is in bed early and eating a healthy breakfast every day. Combining healthy sleeping and 

eating habits with reading every night and practicing multiplication at home with your student will be beneficial 

during the state testing.  

Thank you,  

Ms. Binkow, Mr. Hensley, and Mr. Van Derlaske  

 

 



Music                                                                                               

March is Music in Our Schools Month! We will be celebrating all month long at Homer Davis, but here are a few 

ways you can help!  

♫ Spirit Week- March 19-23rd is Musical Spirit Week. Details will be coming out via a flyer. Help your 

child rock the week with some musical garb!  

♫ 5th & 6th Grade UpBeat Concert- Our 5th and 6th grade General Music students will be putting on a 

drum concert for the school on March 20th at 1:00pm.  

♫ Dragons of Character Assembly- Join us on March 23rd at 8:15am at our Dragons of Character Assembly. 

Some of your children’s teachers will be participating in a Teacher Choir to celebrate music making at any 

age!  

Encourage the dialogue with your child about how music inspires you. The theme this year is Music Connects Us! 

4th grade is getting close to their recorder concert, so ask your child to play for you!  

~Ms. Thrush 696-8292  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specials Area News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Sixth Grade 

Hello Parents! 

We hope that everyone had a wonderful rodeo break! 

Keep in mind that the end of quarter 3 is March 8th, so there will be no school on March 9th. Spring conferences are 

on March 15th and 16th, however, not all students will have a spring conference.  If your student’s teacher is 

requesting to have a conference, your child will be bringing a form home to be signed.  If you would like to have a 

conference and didn’t receive a form, please contact your child’s teacher to set up a time with them.  

Enliven hours are coming due! Please encourage your student to get their 4 Enliven hours done.  The Dragons in the 

Canyon invitations go out when your child returns from Spring Break.  Don’t let your student miss out on this great 

trip of a lifetime. Just a reminder that the cost of the trip is $250.00.  A great way to pay for this trip is with an 

Arizona State Tax credit. You can get the form for a tax credit in the front office.   

Spring break is coming up March 26th through March 30th.  

AzMerit begins Tuesday, April 2nd, 2018. Please make sure your child is getting enough sleep and has a good 

breakfast each day to keep their brain fueled.  

Sincerely, 

6th Grade Team 

 

PE 

Good job Coach Powers and the Homer Davis Girl’s Basketball Team. As they end their season in 

the coming weeks.  5th and 6th grade boys get ready for basketball with Coach Van Derlaske.  5th 

and 6th graders also work hard to get ready for the upcoming district track meet.  

 

                        



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

 

Kinder registration is starting on March 19th! 

Monday - Friday 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 

*Your child must be 5 years old by August 31st 

Free books to the first 20 families to register 

Please make sure to bring the following with you; 

o Original Birth Certificate 

o Current shot record 

o Proof of residency (i.e. a bill, statement or lease agreement) 

o Photo I.D. 

Call 696-8250 with any questions 



 


